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BIBLICAL RELIGION 


Such (T-U-L-I-P) is the Bible system of grace which men call Calvinism, 
so often in disparagement. Its least merit is that it corresponds exactly with 


experience, common sense and true philosophy. Its grand evidence is that 





» it corresponds with Scripture. “Let God be true and every man a liar.” This 
y 


len- 


doctrine exalts God, His power, His unbought love and mercy. They are en- 
ap- 

pro- titled to be supremely exalted. This doctrine humbles man in the dust. He 
rica. 
; ought to be humbled; he is a guilty, lost sinner, the sole, yet the certain ar- 
rises 


and chitect of his own ruin. Helpless, yet guilty of all that makes him helpless, 
ced. 


‘mer he ought to take his place in the deepest contrition and give all the glory of 
ra his redemption, to God. This doctrine, while it lays man’s pride low, gives 


him an anchor of hope, sure and steadfast, drawing him to heaven; for his 
con- 


ae. hope is founded not in the weakness, folly and fickleness of his human will, 
on but in the eternal love, wisdom, and power of Almighty God. 

Als- 

and —R. L. Dabney 


THE FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM 
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There is only the briefest of reports 
on the General Assembly in this issue 
as most of the material was necessari- 
ly assembled before we left for Dallas. 
Detailed reports will begin next week. 





WHY EDITORS GET GREY — Re- 
ligious News Service has made a cor- 
rection on a previous story about a 
book written by a missionary to the 
Moslems. Says RNS in its correction: 
“Story headed Christian Expert On 
Islam Cites Missionary Difficulties, 
second line, second paragraph should 
read — ‘Sandals at the Mosque’; in- 
stead of ‘Scandals at the Mosque.’ ” 
Personally we were more intrigued by 
the original title. 





Along the same line we were sur- 
prised to notice, in a church bulletin 
during Church Paper Week: “The 
Presbyterian Journal, official maga- 
zine of our Church.” Now if that 
word “Church” had been spelled with 
a small “ce”? we might have understood 
it. As it is we must modestly correct 
an understandable error. 





In Mexico, a while back, Jose Cardi- 
nal Garibi y Rivera, acting under a 
special apostolic brief issued by Pope 
John XXIII, reverently placed a solid 
gold crown upon the head of a wooden 
image of Mary, crowning “Our Lady 
of Carmel’ queen of all Mexico. What 
we honestly cannot understand is 
what happens to all the other images 
of Mary when one particular image 
is discovered to have special virtue? 





Believe it or not, television has not 
yet made its appearance in some parts 
of the world. Ireland is producing 
its first programs this year and a 
clergyman has taken the occasion to 
warn parents of the medium’s influ- 
ence on their children. Adults, he 
said, should take steps to “en- 
sure that Irish-produced television 
programs are representative of the 
spirit, culture and history of their 
country.” Could it be that he has 
been watching American TV lately? 
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BRAZIL — Jose Rosa attended the 
Christmas program on Saturday night. 
The next morning, for the first time 
in his life, he attended Sunday School. 
Then he told us how, months before, 
he had attended a simple little cottage 
prayer meeting at a friend’s home 
here in Unai. There he received his 
first Gospel and O Evangelista, West 
Brazil Mission’s evangelistic monthly. 


Jose bought a_ Bible on Mon- 
day morning, following his first 
appearance in a Bible class. He 


returned for Watch Night  serv- 
ices the week following and came 
to Sunday School the next morning. 
Jose lives sixteen miles from town 
and has since repeatedly come to Sun- 
day School. On each trip he buys 
more Bible for his friends and neigh- 
bors. 


On March 25, Jose’s friend, Joao, 
appeared at our “Mission Haven” ask- 
ing for “O Reverendo.” He, too, 
bought a Bible! My wife received 
this visit as I was away at the moment. 
Needless to say, she gave a testimony 
for the Lord Jesus and sent a modern 
Ethiopian rejoicing on his way. Yes, 
this, too, is a brother. 


Pray for us, “that the Word of the 
Lord may speed on and triumph, as 
it did among you, and that we may 
be delivered from wicked and evil 
men for not all have faith.” 


—(Rev.) Stephen J. Sloop 





KOREA — A team of five Korean 
scholars is working under the direc- 
tion of the Korean Bible Society to 
translate the New Testament into 
“modern” Korean. A number of mis- 
sionaries, among them Keith Crim, 
Presbyterian, U. S., evangelist, are 
serving on the advisory committee. — 
Educational Department, Board of 
World Missions. 


Theological Issues Occupy Assembly 








A. F. Manual Critic— 


Ex-Publicist for NCC 
Appointed Ambassador 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
President John F. Kennedy has sent 
to the Senate for confirmation the 
nomination of James W. Wine of Con- 
necticut to be U. S. Ambassador to 
Luxembourg. 


Mr. Wine, who will represent the 
United States in the predominantly 
Roman Catholic grand duchy, was for- 
merly general secretary for interpre- 
tation of the National Council of 
Churches. In this capacity he spear- 
headed the NCC’s attack upon the U. 
S. Air Force in the now famous “man- 
ual” issue. 


He resigned from that post in Au- 
gust, 1960, to join the Kennedy cam- 
paign staff. His particular assign- 
ment was to answer questions on Mr. 
Kennedy’s stand on Church-State is- 
sues. 





Church Plans Homes 
For Unwanted Teens 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS) — A fos- 
ter home service for “unwanted” 
teen-agers is being planned by the In- 
ter-Church Child Care Society here 
with a financial assist from the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia. Under the so- 
ciety’s plans, two foster homes caring 
for seven teen-agers each would be 
set up, patterned after a program op- 
erating in New York for several years 
under the auspices of the church-re- 
lated Riverdale Association. 


The homes, run by two sets of will- 
ing parents, would keep, on a rotating 
basis, Protestant youngsters aged 13 
to 18 who are not wanted by most fos- 
ter parents because of their age, be- 
havior or background. 


A committee of local member bodies 
of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A. has appropriated $48,000 
over a three-year period towards sup- 
porting the homes. 


(Editor’s note: Following is an ac- 
count of early actions of the 101st 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Further business, con- 
ducted after the deadline for this is- 
sue, will be reported next week.) 


DALLAS, Texas — During its first 
full day of business (Saturday) under 
its new moderator, President Wallace 
Alston of Agnes Scott College, the As- 
sembly returned to committee a pro- 
posed Brief Statement of Belief, de- 
clared its doctrine of Predestination 
“not adequate,” ratified new parts of 
the Book of Church Order and accept- 
ed a study of tithing. 


During a full day of debate, the As- 
sembly: 


—Adopted a centennial program call- 
ing for celebrations in Synod, Presby- 
tery and local meetings with centennial 
Sunday set for October 15. It was 
also urged that effective use be made 
of the study books prepared for the 
centennial year: BASIC BELIEFS OF 
THE REFORMED FAITH, Gear; THE 
STORY OF SOUTHERN PRESBY- 
TERIANS, Street ; TOMORROW’S 
CHURCH/TOMORROW’S WORLD, 
Thompson. 


—Voted final ratification of two parts 
of a new Book of Church Order: the 
Form of Government and the Rules 
of Discipline; postponing action on the 
Directory of Worship in order to “take 
full advantage” of a new Directory of 
Worship now being voted on by the 
United Presbyterian, U. S. A., church. 


—Returned a proposed new Brief 
Statement of Belief to the committee 
for further study and revision. A 
strong move to have the statement 
“received as information and the com- 
mittee discharged with the thanks of 
the assembly” was defeated by a vote 
of 314 to 143. 


—Softened the Church’s doctrine of 
Predestination by declaring that in the 
Assembly’s opinion the present form 
of the doctrine “is not an adequate 
statement of the Christian faith.” The 
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action, which was taken after sharp 
debate, was followed by a formal pro- 
test signed by a number of commis- 
sioners who felt that the Assembly 


did not have the right to “speak 
against its own creed.” An ad interim 
committee had recommended no im- 
mediate change in the wording of the 
Confession but had taken exception to 
the strong statement on Reprobation 
contained in the Confession whereby 
some men are said to be foreordained 
to everlasting death. 


—Adopted the report of a special com- 
mittee which had made a study of 
Christian stewardship in relation to 
the Tithe. The report recognizes that 
there are conditions which call for an 
emphasis upon tithing, but “never for 
the purpose of making tithing an end 
in itself.” 


‘POPULAR’ PROGRAMS 


Friday the Assembly spent most of 
the day in committee meetings. A 
“popular” program in the interest of 
Christian Education and Church Ex- 
tension was given Friday night. Sam- 
uel Spencer, president of Mary Bald- 
win College, spoke on “The Impact 
of the Church upon Southern Culture.” 
In connection with the Church Exten- 
sion program P. D. Miller, executive 
secretary of that Board, told of the 
Southern Church’s growth from 82,- 
854 members in 1870 to 900,000 in 
1960. 


Saturday morning, before turning 
to business, the Assembly heard greet- 
ings from some 20 fraternal delegates 
of sister and daughter Churches 
around the world. 


The Brief Statement of Belief was 
laid before the Assembly by Felix B. 





‘Lifting’ Doctrines 


After the Assembly voted to de- 
clare that the Confession of Faith 
does not represent an “adequate 
statement of Christian Faith” re- 
specting its doctrine of reprobation, 
a commissioner was heard to re- 
mark: “Do you know what brought 
about the Auburn Affirmation in 
the Northern Presbyterian Church? 
It was the action of an Assembly 
lifting five doctrines from the 
Confession of Faith and declaring 
them essential. We have done the 
same thing today. We have lifted 
one doctrine out of the confession 
and declared it non-essential.” 











Bible Reading Upheld in Schools of Florida 


MIAMI, Fla. (RNS) — Dade Coun- 
ty Circuit Judge J. Fritz Gordon ruled 
here that public schools may continue 
daily Bible readings, but he ordered 
that they stop certain other religious- 
based practices, such as Christmas and 
Easter plays. 


In an 18-page opinion on a contro- 
versial suit filed by a Unitarian, an 
agnostic and three Jewish parents, 
Judge Gordon also allowed daily rec- 
itation of the Lord’s Prayer to be 
continued in the schools. His ruling 
upheld the constitutionality of a 30- 
year-old Florida law requiring the 
daily prayer and Bible reading “with- 
out sectarian comment.” However, 
the judge said religious movies, plays 
and other practices must be discon- 
tinued and that pupils must be excused 





Gear of Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary in the absence of Charles L. King 
of Houston, chairman. Following a 
motion to adopt, B. Hoyt Evans moved 
as a substitute that the statement be 
received as information only. 


Speaking for the substitute motion 
were: William C. Robinson, Vernon W. 
Patterson, Jesse W. Cook, S. Crowell 
Cooley, G. A. Taylor, W. Earle Stev- 
ens, Erskine Jackson and E. C. Scott, 
who pointed out weaknesses and ar- 
gued that the Assembly should not 
adopt on its own authority a doctrinal 
statement which would have semi-of- 
ficial status as a guide for candidates 
for the ministry and for church of- 
ficers. 


Speaking against the _ substitute 
were Wave H. McFadden, Herbert A. 
Miller, Nat K. Reiney and James M. 
Hunter, who supported the brief state- 
ment as a contemporary and adequate 
document. 


After the assembly defeated the mo- 
tion to “receive as information,” a 
motion by R. H. Walkup to table was 
also defeated. Then a motion by Ed- 
ward G. Lilly to return the document 
to the committee for further study and 
revision carried 275 to 187. 


The report of the ad interim com- 
mittee on the doctrine of Predestina- 
tion was brought by the chairman, 
John H. Leith of Union Seminary. Its 
recommendations asked for: né change 
in the present wording of the Confes- 
sion; a declaration by the Assembly 
that the present formulation of the 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 2) 


on request from the Bible reading 
and recitation of the Lord’s Prayer. 


The plaintiffs charged that the re- 
ligious practices in the schools were 
offensive to their own beliefs and a 
violation of Church - State separation. 
In addition to the Bible reading, they 
attacked such practices as Bible dis- 
tribution to students, prayers and 
grace before meals, use of crosses and 
other religious symbols in the schools, 
baccalaureate services, religious plays, 
religious censuses among school pu- 
pils, and religious tests for teachers 
and other school employees. 


Judge Gordon ruled in the plain- 
tiffs’ favor on the use of public school 
facilities for Bible instruction after 
school hours, and ordered the Dade 
County School Board to discontinue 
this practice. 


But the other practices, with the 
exception of religious movies and 
plays, were upheld by the judge. In 
refering to the Bible reading, he noted 
a school board policy excusing any 
student from the period at the pu- 
pil’s request. He also declared that 
he based part of his decision on the 
Bible reading required by law on 
grounds that it did not amount to re- 
ligious instruction. 


The Bible contains “expressions or 
wordings that we all use every day 
such as ‘Thou Shall Not Kill,’” he 
noted, adding that “in almost every 
creed, religion or belief, the words 
of the Golden Rule are a way of life 
by which we should live if we are to 
exist peacefully.” 


The judge rejected arguments by 
the parents that pupils were placed 
under psychological compulsion” to 
remain in class during the Bible read- 
ing on grounds that school officials 
handled requests to be excused so 
that “no embarrassment was caused 
to the students.” 


The case marks the first time in 
American jurisprudence that so many 
religious practices in public schools 
were attacked at one time. Backing 
the Unitarian and Jewish parents in 
the suits was the American Jewish 
Congress, while the agnostic parent 
was supported by the American Civil 
Liberties Union. Plaintiffs have in- 
dicated that the case will probably 
be brought to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. (See Editorial, “Not A Chris- 
tian Nation?’ p. 11). 


PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 17, 1961 





CO ct Mets ee mh St ot lt no = -~= ~- fs = eS oe MH Oe Oh T.h—(C LH 


ee ee oe ae ae ee” eee 


i: to ee tie te: oe a 





Oo Oo 


LOST PERSPECTIVE 


DR. L. NELSON BELL 


America’s peril deepens with each 
succeeding day as our perspective re- 
garding the world situation becomes 
increasingly blurred. For nearly thir- 
ty years we have dealt with World 
Communism on the unrealistic assump- 
tion that it can be handled in terms 
of reason. Now we have become so 
involved that nothing less than an act 
of God’s intervening grace can save 
us from ultimate destruction. 


The above statement is a strong one, 
but we believe it can be substantiated 
by a comparison of Communist 
strength three decades ago, and now, 
and a study of current attitudes in 
America. 


Since America’s diplomatic recog- 
nition of Soviet Russia in 1933, and 
the formation of the United Nations 
with the inclusion of Russia, in 19465, 
Communism has spread and continues 
to spread today. Only where Amer- 
ica has used, or threatened to use, 
military power to stem aggression, has 
Communism retracted. Before the 
threat of war, they have retreated in 
every instance. 


And why not? Russia knows she 
is winning the cold war, not only in 
territorial gains, but also through the 
increasing number of small, incompe- 
tent, inconsequential and uncommit- 
ted nations, now a part of the United 
Nations, and also by the steady 
growth of a neutralist attitude with- 
in America. 


This willingness to compromise with, 
or capitulate to Russia, is especially 
in evidence since Russia’s successful 
intrusion of man into space. This 
tremendous scientific achievement 
has deep significance, and it is being 
played to the hilt from a propaganda 
standpoint. 


Already Russia is “talking tough” 
because of this achievement, while at 
the same time there are increasing 


numbers of people in Great Britain 
and America who speak out for furth- 
er compromise with, or capitulation 
to, the Soviet Union. 


It is in this lost perspective that 
our greatest peril lies. No longer 
are the immoral and anti-spiritual im- 
plications of Communism a strong de- 
terrent in the minds of the cultured 
and educated pagans who dominate 
too much of our educational and na- 
tional life. 


Only a few days ago, one debater 
on a nation-wide television show, 
spoke of the “bogie of Communism.” 
It is a depressing fact that today 
anti-Communism is under stronger at- 
tack in America than Communism it- 
self. That some have made extreme 
statements and advocated unwarrant- 
ed measures in their concern over 
Communism, is no reason why think- 
ing and patriotic Americans should be 
subjected to abuse, as is now so often 
the case when they, too, warn of the 
grave peril that we are facing. 


The discovery of a Communist spy 
in the high echelons of government in 
little Israel has shaken that dougthy 
little nation to its foundations. That 
the Communists are making every ef- 
fort to duplicate this infiltration in 
every free nation is a fact we ignore 
to our own undoing. 


We have lost our perspective be- 
cause too many want peace at any 
price. Human life is not man’s most 
precious possession, although the hu- 
manist would have us think so. Right- 
eousness, personal and national, based 
on the eternal principles of that which 
is right and good in God’s sight, is 
worth more than life. That so many 
no longer admit these God-ordained 
principles, makes the danger all the 
more real. 


At the moment, we are witnessing 
a distorted perspective in the United 


Nations which must cause glee in the 
Kremlin. Belgium, entirely too slow 
in preparing the Congolese for inde- 
pendence, hastily (under pressure of 
world opinion) granted freedom. But 
in the implementation of independence, 
Congolese leaders agreed to certain 
necessary Belgian technical and other 
aid. 


No sooner had “independence” be- 
come a fact than anarchy intervened. 
Congolese leaders lost control, and the 
agreement with Belgium became noth- 
ing more than a scrap of paper. 


There was one exception. In Ka- 
tanga Province, the Congolese leaders 
honored their agreements and the Bel- 
gians theirs. Peace, law and order, 
and economic stability have been 
maintained. 


And now the United Nations is de- 
manding the withdrawal of the Bel- 
gians from this one oasis of relative 
peace, and our own government is do- 
ing little or nothing to stand with Bel- 
gium against this pressure. With 
growing Communist activity in many 
parts of the world, we are showing 
little willingness to stand against these 
pressures. 


Our perspective is so blurred that 
nowhere in the world are we exerting 
pressure against Soviet Russia. Latvia, 
Lithuania, Estonia, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
and other Central European countries, 
have been swallowed up by Russia, 
and all real freedom suspended. When 
brave souls in Hungry revolted, we 
did nothing more than verbally slap 
the wrists of the tyrants who sup- 
pressed this revolution with over- 
whelming brutality. 


Why is it always Communism which 
is exerting pressures? There seems 
no logical answer, other than that we 
have lost our perspective. That we, 
along with other nations, wait with 
bated breath for a reply to overtures 
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about Laos, is a depressing sign of 
national decadence. Again and again, 
the Kremlin is guilty of aggression, 
and we express appreciation for a 
“conciliatory attitude” when these ag- 
gressive acts are lessened for the mo- 
ment. Furthermore, the rising tide 
of, or a tepid willingness to admit Red 
China to the United Nations, shows 
which way the tide is running. And 
as sure as time takes its course, we 
will find our own nation in the minor- 
ity and at the mercy of nations de- 
termined to bring us to our knees. 


That churchmen are often in the 
vanguard of those asking for further 
compromises with Communist nations 
is in many ways most depressing of 
all. Their agitation for “peace” does 
not mean that they are Communists. 
But, in this writer’s opinion, it shows 
them lacking in true perspective, and 
exerting their influence for measures 
certain to bring disaster in their wake. 


An illustration of this naive atti- 
tude toward Communism on the part 
of the Churchmen is a statement re- 
cently made in a sermon by one of 
America’s most respected ministers, as 
quoted in the New York Times: 


“The United States has had to re- 


ly on force in disputes with 
the Soviet Union, because our 
leaders will not trust Russia. 


They say the Communists know 





“There is no difference between 
the atomic bomb and any other in- 
strument of war, except a quantita- 
tive one . . . I am persuaded that 
the same factor is involved whether 
you kill a single soldier with a 
rifle bullet, or whether you destroy 
a whole city. I don’t think it be- 
comes increasingly more sinful be- 
cause more people are killed.’”’?’ — 
Rev. W. B. Downey, former chap- 
lain to the crew of the Enola Gay, 
the plane which dropped the first 
atomic bomb, on the morality of 
using atomic weapons. 











no necessity or obligation save 
class warfare and hastening the 
world revolution. The Commu- 
nists, they say, believe only in 
deceit and expediency . . . But 
if we insist on viewing the Soviet 
leaders in this way and acting on 
this basis, make no mistake, we 
shall have them precisely as we 
see them. They will have no oth- 
er choice.” 


A true estimate of the whole situa- 
tion can be determined by the laws 
of mathematics. Communism never 
changes her major objective for 
world dominion. Today she presses 
at one point, tomorrow at another. 
But we show little evidence of even 
a will for survival. 





DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 


(An attempt to reach the sources of misunderstanding) 


THE MISUNDERSTANDING — 
That Christianity does not consist of 
a body of dogma or a system of doc- 
trine, but only of a personal relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. This immensely 
popular refrain is allegedly the an- 
swer to “fundamentalists” who “wor- 
ship a doctrine rather than a living 
Lord.” As Robert McNeill, with no- 
table poverty of understanding, de- 
fines in his new book: ‘“Creedalism 
. . . holds that the understanding of 
and commitment to the right doctrine 
is salvation.” 


THE CORRECTION — We do not 
know any Christian living or dead 
(whose ideas we have studied) who 
would hold that doctrine saves people. 
And it is nonsense to suppose that 
one could possibly know Jesus Christ 
without knowing about Jesus Christ. 
Now — knowing about Jesus Christ 
(which is to say, knowing the truth 
about Jesus Christ) is knowing doc- 


trine for that is precisely what doc- 
trine is: the truth about Jesus Christ. 


To say that one could know any 
person at all without knowing about 
that person is an absurdity. The first 
question one must answer in order to 
know a person is: WHO is this? The 
answer to that question, as it relates 
to Jesus Christ is the Creed — the 
dogma — the doctrine — of the 
Church. Thus it is impossible to be 
saved without doctrine, not because 
doctrine saves but because doctrine is 
the basis of our introduction to the 
ONE who saves. 


The person who claims to serve a 
Lord rather than a creed is actually 
the one who worships doctrine for he 
is saying (to all intents and purposes) 
that his “idea” of “the” Christ is su- 
perior to the doctrine of the Church 
as a “way” of life. It isn’t a Person 
at all that he worships: it is a gossa- 
mer ideal. 





This is one war which cannot be won 
with dollars. Nor can it be won at 
the negotiating table. It must be won, 
on the one hand, with moral and spirit- 
ual determination. Furthermore, Com- 
munism knows but one answer, and 
that is the willingness of an aroused 
people to stand for principle at any 
cost. There is every indication that 
America’s perspective is so distorted 
that the only stand we will make is 
a feeble offer of resistance when the 
final showdown comes — and that as 
a nation divided by compromise with 
this monstrous evil. 


On a number of occasions, this 
writer has urged the isolation and 
quarantine of World Communism 
from the free world. We believe our 
own national existence hinges on our 
willingness to take this step of break- 
ing off diplomatic relations with all 
Communist countries, their expulsion 
from the United Nations, and the de- 
velopment of a new organization 
which is united on the basic principles 
of freedom and righteousness. 


Our present policy gives comfort 
to the enemy, a world-wide platform 
for their propaganda, a wide-open 
door for subversion and infiltration, 
and destroys within the dominated na- 
tions any hope of internal revolution 
which would otherwise bring down the 
rulers of Communism by the sheer 
weight of man’s inate desire for free- 
dom. 


This writer holds no brief for any 
man or organization which sees a Com- 
munist behind every bush, or implies 
softness towards Communism on the 
part of good men who would use other 
methods. 


But we have even less respect for 
men who wilfully close their eyes to 
the present world situation and the 
developments in our own country, and 
apparently feel that wishful thinking 
can prevent the inevitable debacle for 
which we are headed. 


People with impaired vision can 
have their eyesight restored to normal 
by the use of corrective lenses. 


America’s greatest need today is a 
new spiritual and moral understand- 
ing which will enable her to see Com- 
munism for the monstrous evil it is. 
Unless, or until, this happens, our peril 
grows by the hour. 





Every man, according as he pur- 
poseth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity; for 
God loveth a cheerful giver (II Cor. 
9:7). 
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A suggested attitude toward non-denominational groups— 


LET 


Our Saviour, in the days of His 
flesh, was interested in people, in- 
cluding youth. Though infrequent in 
the pages of Scripture, the glimpses 
of this interest are apparent in both 
His actions and words. The Gospel 
of our Lord has ever been a challenge 
to the best in that young man or 
young woman who gives _ serious 
thought to life’s meaning. Happily, 
that same interest has marked devoted 
followers of Christ in the history of 
His Church. The two greatest youth 
movements on record, the YMCA and 
the Sunday School, were born out of 
Christian compassion and concern, and 
founded on a_ non-denominational 
basis! That these have made great 
contributions to the building of Chris- 
tian character within and without or- 
ganized congregations cannot be de- 
nied. 


However, there has been opposition 
to such movements in all times. In 
our recollection is the decline and fall 
of Christian Endeavor. This move- 
ment has been decimated largely by 
the various denominations setting up 
counter groups which demanded prior 
loyalties and at least by implication 
cast deprecating reflections on C.E. 
It matters not what the name, who the 
founders, however high the purpose, 
with whatever innocence the leaders 
seek to do God’s will, if the imprima- 
tur of an highly-organized denomi- 
nation is not found upon it, strangula- 
tion is attempted though the fingers 
be clothed in velvet and the accom- 
panying words be those of faint praise. 


Of course, this is not new. In the 
Divinely-inspired pages of the New 
Testament there are at least two illus- 
trations of this same withering spirit 
of egocentric intolerance. In the first, 
an unconverted Pharisee, a learned 
and respected teacher, Gamaliel by 
name, is used to warn the denomina- 


THEM ALONE! 


C. RALSTON SMITH, D.D. 


tional leaders who wanted to slay the 
the Apostles. Listen to him: 


“Refrain from these 
let them alone: for if 
sel or this work be of men, 
it will nought: but if 
it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; 
lest haply ye be found even to fight 
against God” (Acts 5:38, 39 KJV). 


men, and 
this coun- 


come to 


The second illustration involves 
Jesus and the beloved disciple John. 
Both Mark and Luke tell how, after a 
dispute among the disciples as to 
which of them should be the greatest, 
John answers Jesus, “Master, we saw 
one casting out devils, in Thy Name; 
and we forbad him, because he fol- 
loweth not with us.” (!) 


What a pregnant verse: It displays, 
1) That there were spirits within men 
which needed exercising. There was 
no failure of raw material for evan- 
gelists then as there is none now. 2) 
Somebody beside the Twelve was very 
interested in this helpful healing min- 
istry to the whole man. There never 
has been a time when consecrated zeal 
has been co-extensive only with the 
constituency of the ‘Old-line’ denom- 
inations. 3) This ‘Outsider’ was get- 
ting the job done! The devils were 
being cast out! Everybody admires 
success, and its evidence is hard to 
deny. The critic in this case does 
not attempt to discredit the work be- 
ing done, as is the fault of his counter- 
part of today too frequently. 


4) This miracle of grace was being 
done in Christ’s Name. There was 
no attempt to compete with the Twelve 
on the part of this unknown witness. 
He is not accused of magnifying his 
hearers with the spell of his personal- 
ity or the glamour of his program or 
the beauty of his property. The good 
that was being done was for the glory 
of Christ, and accomplished by His 


power. 5) All this was not enough 
to stay the presumption of authority. 
‘WE FORBADE HIM,’ the arrogance 
of it! What one of us is there, from 
John to the ordinary Christian of to- 
day who in his fallible and peccable 
position has been given the right of 
forbidding another to minister in 
Christ’s Name for the good of his fel- 
lows? 6) The baseness of the basis 
of judgment is extreme — Exclusiv- 
ism! “Because he followed not with 
us.” Talk about unionism — talk 
about the evils of the closed shop — 
talk about right-to-work law! This 
makes those things seem very picayune 
by comparison. 


And what was Jesus’ reaction? 
Would you expect our Lord to com- 
mend this attitude, even if its source 
is from a faithful churchman? Of 
course not! Infinite wisdom, deep in- 
sight, throbbing love, tolerant under- 
standing, accurate appraisal of need, 
all combine in our Saviour to rebuke 
John. Hear Him then as He speaks 
with that immortality which attends 
all His words, “Forbid him not: for 
he that is not against us is for us,” 
(Luke 9:49, 50, KJV). Here our Sav- 
viour draws some definitive lines. Now 
are the independent, non-denomina- 
tional, evangelical efforts which to- 
day are accomplishing healthful re- 
sults in the Master’s Name ‘Against’ 
Him and His Church or ‘For’ them? 
I think without question the answer 
must be for the latter. 


However, it is too easy in a sympa- 
thetic company to pick-off the critics, 
as a sniper raiding sitting ducks. 
What are the challenges and accusa- 
tions which they make, and wherein 
are their merits? Eternal vigilance 
is indeed the price of liberty in the 
spiritual body as well as in the body 
politic, and we must be wary of in- 
sidious complacency or self-pity from 
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without. 
vague and general, and too often uni- 
versalisms are utilized, but there are 
a few specific charges or questions 
which appear rather consistently. 


Many of the slights are 


First, in the area of affiliation, 
comes the question, “To what (sic) 
do they belong?” The concern is for 
lack of official ties. One printed ar- 
ticle asks, ‘To whom are they respon- 
sible for the kind of Gospel they 
preach?” and suggests that denomina- 
tional groups are alone in the acknowl- 
edgement of their need for the support 
and correction of their fellow Chris- 
tians. We would say that it is en- 
tirely possible to be responsible with- 
out being officially related. In an- 
swer to the matter of responsibility 
we would declare that these heralds 
of the Good News are under the 
scrutiny of the same Lord as any 
other preacher or teacher. Any Chris- 
tian leader with a smattering of un- 
derstanding concerning discipleship— 
whether operating within or outside a 
denominational program — would un- 
equivocally give his first loyalty to 
Christ and then to the organization. 


Parenthetically we would say that 
history shows this distinction between 
the Lord and life in the Church at 
times to be something more than arti- 
ficial. Every witness is under the 
orders of Christ, and His standards 
are more exacting than those of any 
Diocese, Conference, Convention, or 
Presbytery. Furthermore, the dedi- 
cated people who lead these move- 
ments have seemed to me to be 
equally solicitious of help and helpful 
criticism as any others with whom it 
has been our privilege to work. 


Another and more important area 
of criticism is the realm of theology. 
‘Meaningless mouthings of Biblical 
language devoid of the Gospel,” ‘“Ne- 
glect the sacraments,” “Lack of ap- 
plication of spiritual vigor to social 
problems,” “Subjectivity in undue 
and unhealthy proportion,” ‘Another 
kind of gospel which says, in effect, 
that men are saved by the certainty 
of their convictions and by the ab- 
sence of their doubts” .. . these are 
some of the more or less specific 
charges which make the aberrations 
of the Galatians seem trivial by com- 
parison. 


It must be admitted that mere re- 
cital of Scripture is no badge of god- 
liness, but progressive education to 
the contrary notwithstanding, familiar- 
ity with the Scriptures in general and 
the memorizing of its great truths in 


particular have been means of develop- 
ing spiritual giants rather than pyg- 
mies. Any good thing is possible of 
abuse as well as use, but we do not 
discard it. Let it be remembered 
that there is no account of the Gos- 
pel outside the Bible. 


Concerning the Sacraments — the 
time is long overdue to clarify their 
relation to our salvation. No one is 
redeemed by either of them! They 
are the badges of redemption, not its 
life’s blood. One prominent Presby- 
terian minister has said their relation- 
ship to regeneration is that of the ring 
to the marriage. It is a lovely token, 
but it does not make the marriage. 
This undue elevation of the Sacra- 
ments is the residual part of ancient 
and unevangelical sacerdotalism, and 
ought to be avoided like the plague. 


Tragically it must be admitted that 
all Christian groups, whether denomi- 
national, inter-, or non-, are altogether 
too indifferent to their responsibilities 
in the arena of social issues. We have 
been outdistanced by almost every oth- 
er institution in society in being both 
sensitive and serviceable to the ills of 
mankind. The only comfort such crit- 
icism might find would be that of Naa- 
man sighting another leper! Concern- 
ing the undue subjectivity of the the- 
ology offered, one critic asks with 
subtlety, “Does the kind of salvation 
that is offered appear to be nothing 
more (!) than a private transaction 
between God and the lost sinner?” 
Well, one might as casually ask, “Does 
the journey that is assayed appear to 
be nothing more than the first step?” 
Ot course not, but there is no journey 
without that first step! It must also 
be insisted that there is no salvation 
-— in its broadest and grandest sense 
— without that ‘private transaction.’ 
In school long ago we learned, “Little 
drops of water, little grains of sand; 
make the mighty ocean and the beau- 
teous land.’”’ Of course a drop, bucket- 
ful or barrelful is not the ocean, but 
there is not a single ocean which is 
not made up of drops of water! 


All of us who are Christians need 
more assurance, not to be used to 
preen our pride, but to strengthen our 
faith, Too much of our religious 
study and conference and discussion 
is taken up in the question-marks of 
uncertainty instead of the exclamation 
points of belief. From the writer to 
the Hebrews to the minister of today 
we have sought for the leaving of the 
rudiments for the examining of great- 
er and deeper truths. Such ascents 
are possible only for those whose tak- 


ing of God at His Word gives sure- 
footedness. 


It is very easy to become bigoted 
in such a matter as this. Wild and 
groundless statements about the hymn 
lyrics and melodies used by other- 
than - denominational youth groups 
serve to show just how far afield one 
can wander once he is committed to 
an end to be achieved. However, 
there are many leaders of congrega- 
tions in our denomination and in oth- 
ers, many missionaries and_ fraternal 
workers flung around the world, more 
than a few consecrated laymen and 
women teaching in the church schools 
of our land and leading the work of 
Christ in our congregations, who came 
to know the Lord and commit them- 
selves to witnessing for Him through, 
and not in spite of, these groups 
which seek to honor Christ. 


This then is the earnest entreaty 
of one who was brought up in a de- 
nominational church. He changed his 
denomination of his own volition and 
with his eyes open. He has sought 
to be faithful to the standards of his 
denomination as deduced from the 
Scriptures. However, he has never 
felt that his or any other denomina- 
tion came down from heaven in a 
sheet without spot or blemish; nor 
has he ever felt that we or any other 
well-organized group had a corner on 
truth. God cannot be contained, and 
will break out of any shell whenever 
it becomes too constraining to His 
Gospel. So I say, “Let us do away 
with this attitude of fear.” It might 
be that we shall have to go through 
the experience of John the Baptist 
who saw some of his own disciples 
turn their backs on him, but they fol- 
lowed after Jesus. 


If this is our role, let us with the 
same grace say, “He must increase 
and I must decrease.” No, I do not 
equate these other groups with our 
Lord, but they are trying to glorify 
Him the same as we are. Even if we 
think their attitude is wrong, are we 
not to return good for evil? The an- 
cient advice ought to be activated 
then: “Refrain from these men, and 
let them alone.” 


* x * 


Dr. Smith is pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church (U.P. U.S.A.) 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 





If we could understand what it would 
mean for a man to enter into the egg of 
a worm and be born; we would still have 
next to no comprehension of what the 
Incarnation meant to Christ and to God. 
—C. S. Lewis. 


PAGE 8 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 17, 1961 








y]- 


he 
se 
ot 
ur 
fy 
ve 
ve 
in- 
ed 
nd 


A.) 


uld 

of 
ave 
the 
od. 


The Good Shepherd 


Text: And Jesus went about all 
the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and preach- 
ing the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
and healing ‘every disease and 
every infirmity. When He saw 
the crowds, He had compassion 
for them, because they were ha- 
rassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Matt. 9:35-36 


“JT am the Good Shepherd.” Few 
words of Jesus have been so treasured 
by Christians as these from the tenth 
chapter of the Gospel of John. They 
have been repeated in the hymns and 
anthems that we sing; they have pro- 
vided the inspiration for countless pic- 
tures of Jesus. It is easy to become 
quite sentimental about them. When 
the artist pictures Jesus, in a spotless 
white robe, walking along a path ahead 
of a flock of pretty sheep, among 
sun-drenched Galilean fields, we nod 
our approval. This is the way we like 
to picture our Lord. 


Nevertheless, such pretty pictures 
and our concentration on such pleasant 
sentences may well do us more harm 
than good. It is a constant peril of 
Christians that we draw pictures of 
Jesus as we would like to see Him, 
rather than trying to picture Him as 
He really was. The truth is that this 
passage is not really the pretty one 
that we usually try to make it. The 
truth is that being a shepherd was 
cirty, dreary, dangerous work. The 
truth is that sheep are stupid and 
stubborn; confused and helpless. And 
the truth is that we are never going 
to see the true beauty in this picture 


until we see it as Jesus really paint- 
ed it. 


To be quite frank about it, the most 
distressing part of this lesson is the 
fact that Jesus is saying we are like 
sheep. Sheep in pictures are all 
right; they are nice enough if they 
ave grazing in some far meadow. But 
if they are yours to care for, if you 
have to get very close to them, you 


REV. 


soon learn that they are really smelly 
and dirty and dumb. I have been told 
by men who raise sheep, that of all 
of the barnyard animals, sheep are the 
niost helpless. Most animals do a fair 
job of taking care of themselves and 
raising their young and protecting 
themselves. “I spend most of my 
time,” said the one farmer, “playing 
nursemaid to a bunch of stupid sheep.” 


Now the folks who lived in Galilee 
knew more about sheep than most of 
us do and this is one reason Jesus 
never won a “most popular preacher” 
award. They knew that they were 
not being complimented when Jesus 
said that they were like sheep. And 
after all of these years, you still can- 
not help asking if this is really His 
honest estimate of us. Did He honest- 
ly believe that people are really like 
sheep without a shepherd? 


Unpleasant though it may sound, 
this is the way Jesus felt about us. 
“When He saw the crowds He had 
compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd.” I got out my 
dictionary and looked up that word 
harassed. It said, among other un- 
happy things, “troubled with cares 
and annoyances, vexed, worried; per- 
plexed, worn out.” We are indeed 
harassed. Most of us are like that 
too much of the time. And if we 
think, as most of us do sometimes, 
that some new patent medicine for 
“tired blood” is going to keep us from 
being harassed, we fool ourselves. 


We are like stupid sheep. We build 
great cities, but we cannot learn to 
love our neighbor, so we are haunted 
by crime and delinquency and cor- 
ruption. We discover how to release 
the power of the atom, and we are 
seared to death by the monster we 
created. We have bigger homes and 
more gadgets and more food than our 
forefathers dreamed of, yet we are 
confused and bewildered and annoyed. 
Man’s inventive genius has provided 


EUGENE K. BRINK 


a way by which a picture can be sent 
through the air and recreated on a 
screen, so by going a little more in 
debt we can have a full schedule of 
murder and mayhem, sordidness and 
sex paraded before ourselves and our 
children, much of it in glorious living 
color. 


And the discouraging thing is that 
in it all, we are so helpless. In Cuba 
and in Congo and in Laos we are 
damned if we do anything and damned 
if we do nothing. We do not believe 
in atomic warfare, but we have built 
more atomic bombs than any other na- 
tion in our world. People are hungry 
in our land of plenty as well as in 
the far corners of our earth, and yet 
we pay farmers not to farm. Some- 
how we seem utterly helpless — we 
cannot do what we know ought to be 
done. 


And our personal lives are not much 
better than our public performance. 
Sheep are prey to just about every 
other animal. Even an old dog that 
means no harm, gets out to play and 
runs the sheep to death. Men also 
seem so fragile. It takes so little to 
do us in. We have a fabulous num- 
ber of hospital beds in our country, 
but there never seem to be quite 
enough. More and more we hear de- 
mands that the government take care 
of us, for so few people seem to be 
able to take care of themselves. We 
don’t want to be prejudiced — but we 
are. We don’t want to live with hate 
and fear — but we do. We don’t want 
to be pushed around by lust and 
greed — but we see it happen to us 
and we cannot put an end to it. We 
are helpless as pitiful little sheep. 


Now I grant you that this is not 
a pretty picture. You may not think 
it is an accurate one. You may argue, 
as it was quite fashionable to do a 
few generations ago, that “Every day 
in every way, we are getting better 
and better.”” You may believe that 


(Cont on p. 18, col. 3) 
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Steppingstones from Faith to Duty 


The Bible is full of ‘“therefores”: 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God ...”, “I would, 
therefore, that men everywhere . . .” 


Whenever this word appears a sig- 
nificant transition in thought is usual- 
ly suggested. The most famous ex- 
ample in the New Testament is that 
one in Romans 12:1, where a “there- 
fore’ makes the transition from the 
theology of salvation to the ethics of 
salvation; from the grounds of faith 
to the effects of faith; from the roots 
of Christian experience to the fruits 
of Christian experience. 


Quite clearly the end of godliness 
is godly living and the “therefores” 
of the New Testament often mark the 
line separating the two. Someone has 
said that the “therefores”’ of the New 
Testament are ‘“steppingstones from 
faith to duty.” 


Now most students of the Bible re- 
alize that neither faith nor duty are 
sufficient unto themselves. Both are 
necessary for full Christian experience. 
My life in Christ is not only faith, it 
is also fruit. My life in Christ is not 
only fruit, it is first of all faith. 


In various times, however, the 
Church has tended to emphasize one 
of these necessary poles to the practi- 
cal exclusion of the other. There was 
that time when the Church was so 
preoccupied with theology that it al- 
most forgot the demands of the Chris- 
tian life — and the “social gospel” 
came along in an effort to make up 
the lack. 


Today the Church often seems so 
preoccupied with the practical de- 
mands of Christian living that it acts 
as if it has forgotten the necessity 
for a clear, unequivocal faith: a solid, 
uncompromising theology. 


Over and over again we have heard, 
“Christianity is not just beliefs, it is 
also love and service toward one’s 
fellowmen; it is the practical applica- 
tion of faith.” True. But too often 
this theme is played to the virtual 
exclusion of any other, with the effect 


that Christianity is not identified with 
beliefs at all for many who call them- 
selves Christians. 


We must not forget this: the cer- 
tainty with which the Christian obli- 
gations are proclaimed depends alto- 
gether upon the certainty with which 
the Christian’s faith is proclaimed. 
What I must do will have meaning 
only insofar and to the extent that 
what I believe has meaning. 


If my theology has about it an un- 
certain sound, then it is quite certain 
that my life will constitute an uncer- 
tain witness. 





As a teacher in the public 
schools I sometimes illustrate the 
fallacy in the socialist - commu- 
nist idea of taking “from each 
according to his ability” and 
giving “to each according to his 
need” by suggesting the follow- 
ing: When one of the brighter 
or hard-working pupils makes a 
grade of 95 on a test, let us take 
away 20 points and give them to 
a student who made only 55 on 
his test. Thus each will con- 
tribute according to his ability 
and — since both would have a 
passing mark — each would re- 
ceive according to his need. Af- 
ter we have juggled the grades 
of all the pupils after this fash- 
ion, the results is usually a “com- 
mon ownership” grade of between 
75 and 80 never more than the 
minimum needed for passing or 
survival, — Foundation For Eco- 
nomic Education. 





They Speak Again 


When the General Board of the 
National Council of Churches adopted 
a resolution favoring the placing of 
medical care for the aged in the So- 
cial Security System it highlighted 
again its proclivity for speaking in 
areas where it has neither delegated 
authority nor mandate to speak. 








 BDISORIALS 


The whole issue of medical care 
for the aged, a darling of those who 
favor the welfare state, involves far 
more than a supposedly humanitarian 
desire to help those in need. There 
are political, social and economic prob- 
lems which make the proposal de- 
batable on a number of counts. 


For the National Council of Church- 
es to throw the weight of its organiza- 
tion in favor of a highly questionable 
piece of proposed legislation is, we 
believe, an unethical use of its in- 
fluence. 


Protests to the leadership of the Na- 
tional Council are useless and will 
continue to be useless until such time 
as the constituents of that organiza- 
tion — the cooperating denominations 
— rise up and demand in no uncertain 
terms that the National Council act as 
the servant of the Churches, not as 
their executive head. 


—L. N. B. 





Reformation vs. Revolt 


There is an important difference 
between the meaning of the word 
“reform” and the word “revolt.” 


To reform something is to restore 
— to return — its original form. 
“Reformation” takes place when an 
institution (Church or State) has de- 
parted from its intended and perma- 
nent form and is brought back from 
the paths into which its departure has 
taken it. “Reformation” does not 
take place when the institution em- 
barks on a novel venture, or deviates 
from the path it is following into a 
new path. This latter action is more 
properly termed “revolt.” 


A “revolt” occurs when an estab- 
lished, fixed, or accepted pattern is 
broken up, discarded or departed 
from. “Revolt” takes place when an 
institution (Church or State) breaks 
away from the traditional concepts 
and standards in the adoption of new 
concepts and standards. 


Now what liberal religion wants 
for the Church is not reformation but 
revolt. When modern ecclesiastics 
proclaim the necessity of reformation 
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by “breaking with the encrustations of 
the past,” they are not seeking a new 
Reformation at all — they are advo- 
eating a revolt. 


On the other hand, what the Church 
needs is not to revolt against the 
past, but rather to reform the uncer- 
tain present, re-creating (renewing, 
if you prefer) the Church after the 
original image’ was re-captured for a 
while in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
then gradually lost again. 





Not a Christian NationP 


The time is rapidly approaching 
when Americans must decide, not only 
whether this nation is “under God,” 
but under which God. As a matter 
of fact, we would observe that “under 
God” has no meaning whatever un- 
less it is understood under which God. 


One of America’s “cherished be- 
liefs’”, often pointed out, is the free- 
dom to worship according to the dic- 
tates of one’s conscience. But no one 
lives in a vacuum and in the exercise 
of one’s freedom to worship it must 
be recognized that we will encounter 
others who worship differently and 
that a society cannot be all things to 
all men at the same time. 


What we mean is that America can- 
not be B’Hai to satisfy the B’Hais; 
be Jewish to satisfy the Jews; be Sev- 
enth Day Adventist to satisfy the Sev- 
enth Day Adventists; and be Roman to 
satisfy the Roman Catholics. Amer- 
ica must be something, not many 
things. We believe that America 
must be Christian. We further be- 
lieve that America must be Protestant 


Christian, with adequate safeguards 
for all. 


This does not mean that every 
American is or ever will be a Protes- 
tant Christian. Such a dream does not 
even apply to the average Protestant 
Christian congregation. But America 
must stand for something or there 
will be chaos. And those who stand 
for something else must accept the 
rights they have been given while 
they respect the foundations on which 
those rights have been built. 








Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


A Layman And His Church 





NEGATIVISM 


“You are always against something” 
is a remark not infrequently heard. 
At times it is justified while at oth- 
ers just the opposite is true. 


thing having to do with the Person 
and Work of our Lord, as revealed in 
the Scripture, it is he that is being 
negative, not the one who states and 


Unfortunately there are those who defends his faith. 


equate Christianity with what a per- 
son does not do. Such an attitude 
is a travesty on the Christian faith 
because faith in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God and Saviour from sin is 
the basis of Christianity. 


In recent weeks the secular press 
has carried many remarks by an out- 
standing Bishop who seems to rejoice 
in publicity and in declaiming his own 
doubts and the “myths” with which he 
finds the Christian faith encumbered. 
In this case who is being “negative,” 
the Bishop or those who affirm their 
faith in these Christian truths? 


Of course, there are many things 
a Christian does not do, because he 
is a Christian, but they are the fruits 
of positive faith, not the means where- 


No doubt the Church will always 
by one becomes a Christian. 


have those who confuse legalism with 
Christian liberty, along with those who 
confuse liberty with license. This 
should be a warning to all of us. 
Christianity is a gloriously positive 
faith — faith in a Person and what 
He has done for the individual sinner. 


Furthermore, Christians are not 
alike in their habits, customs and 
attitudes toward many things. Prohi- 
bitions no more make a Christian than 
do critical and unloving attitudes. An 
individual may refrain from every 
questionable personal habit but remain 
an insufferable pharisee, harboring 
censoriousness, backbiting, jealousy 
and lovelessness in his heart. 


To faithfully stand for Him in the 
face of denial is a positive faith. To 
in any way detract from His glorious 
Person or His redeeming Work is neg- 


But no Christian need be ashamed on. 


of standing for vital Christian truth 
and such a stand is positive, not nega- 
tive. When someone questions a basic 
doctrine of the Christian faith, some- 


To believe God’s revelation of di- 
vine truth is assent to the most cer- 
tain and positive thing in all this 
world and the next. 











For a while it seemed that America 
stood in danger of forgetting that it 
is impossible to build the superstruc- 
ture of a Christian society without the 
foundations of the Christian religion. 
The Supreme Court seemed to rule 
out the teaching of the Bible in the 
public schools. Even the Ten Com- 
mandments were banned from the 
schools in California, for a while. And 
not long ago Ohio ruled that religious 
groups could not hold religious serv- 
ices of any kind while using the pub- 
lic parks of the state. 


In Miami (see story, p. 4) a 17 
year old Jewish girl went to court 
because school prayers she listened to 
included “In Jesus Christ our Saviour’s 
Name,” which she described as “ex- 
tremely offensive” to her. 


The pendulum of legal and public 
opinion seems now to be swinging the 
other way, however. The court deci- 
sion in the Miami case is one of the 
first we have seen to recognize that 
the majority in this land have rights 
which minority groups must recognize. 


If the Miami court’s decision is up- 
help, there may be reason to hope 
that materialism and godlessness have 
not altogether prevailed. 


During the 1960 national political 
conventions Jewish groups across the 
country protested the use of the name 
“Jesus” in the prayers offered before 
the conventions and deplored refer- 
ences to America as a “Christian na- 
tion.” 





We must not be content with the Spirit 
without the Word; or with the Word with- 
out the Spirit—F. B. Meyer. 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 


generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


| 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr. -Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. 

J. A. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. 

J. H. Lilyes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. 

ds Te Holmes, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. 

L. A. Reeves, “Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C 

T. R. Martin, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Megr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s ee om Store 
Brevard, Cc. 

J. E. Smith, Megr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mer.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Megr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


| se eng Co. 
wey 
J. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 


]. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Today's lesson deals specifically with the subject of self-discipline. 
This subject is much broader and deeper than temperance in the 
use of alcoholic beverages, although, for most people, “temperance” 
is almost altogether associated with the non-use of beer, wine and 
whiskey. Self-discipline has to do with many things: eating, amuse- 
ments, work, reading, etc. The Christian needs to surrender his 
body and spirit to the complete control of the Holy Spirit, for the 
Spirit indwells every child of God (I Cor. 3:16f; 6:18ff). No ac- 
tion of the child of God should be such as to cause grief to our 


Lesson for May 28, 1961 


THE VIRTUE OF SELF-DISCIPLINE 
(TEMPERANCE) 


Bible Material: Genesis 26:12-32; Prov- 
erbs 2; 7:1-5; 14:29-30; 16:32; 17:27; 
20:1; 23:19-21, 29-35 


blessed Inhabitant (Eph. 4:30). 


ing with self-discipline. 


to be memorized. 


II. SELF-CONTROL ILLUSTRATED (Gen. 26: 
19-32) . 


After careful study of this passage, one will under- 
stand it was selected to illustrate self-discipline; for 
it is quite obvious that Isaac had justifiable cause to 
be irritated in dealing with these Philistines. The 
episode may be summed up thus: 


1. Isaac’s prosperity (26:12-14a). God had promised 
to bless Abraham’s son (26:3f); in Isaac we see that 
among the Philistines; his crops, under divine blessing, 
increased “a hundredfold.” 


2. Isaac’s adversaries (26:14b-15). The Philistines, 
seeing Isaac’s prosperity, envied him. To antagonize 
Isaac further, these ill-bred Philistines filled up with 
dirt the wells that Isaac’s father Abraham had dug— 
as if to offer abuse and affront to the man that God 
had called to be a blessing in his coming Seed (Gen. 
12:1-3; Gal. 3:8). 


3. Isaac’s rejection (26:16f). “Go home” sounds 
very familiar to our ears today, and it seems that Isaac 
was accorded such a dishonor. But Isaac was a man 
of peace who could control his aspirations and his 
aggravations. To live as a persona non grata (an un- 
welcomed person) among the Philistines was not to 
Tsaac’s liking; this noble man of faith did not believe 
in staying where he was not wanted nor in insisting on 
his rights when he was alone in the midst of a hostile 
people. 


4. Isaac’s meekness (26:18-22). Isaac went further 
up the valley and redigged the wells which Abraham 
had dug. These wells, as indicated above, had been 
filled up by the Philistines. But these Philistines still 
continued to hound him. Isaac named one well Esek 
(“Contention”) and the other well Sitnah (“Enmity”) . 
It seems quite obvious that these men were trying to 


Our lesson, therefore, takes u 
various aspects of self-discipline: (1) an illustration from the life 
of Isaac (Gen. 26:12-32); (2) a number of teaching proverbs deal- 
The whole subject is admirably sum- 
marized in the memory selection (Gal. 5:22f), which really ought 


Devotional Reading: II Peter 1:3-11 


Memory Selection: Galatians 5:22-23 





pick a fight with Isaac; and we can well imagine that 
Isaac had to exercise a great deal of self-restraint in 
dealing with them. The third well was dug peaceably 
and its name was called Rehoboth (“wide places”). 
Thus Isaac went the third mile to find peace and 
plenty. 


5. Isaac’s assurance (26:23-25). Beersheba (“the 
well of an oath”) had sacred associations in Isaac’s 
mind (Gen. 22:31-34); It was yet to have even more 
sacred associations in the life of Jacob, Issac’s son (Gen. 
28:10; 46:1ff). Here God gave Isaac assurance in a 
vision in the night. Isaac built an altar and called 
upon the Name of the Lord. 


6. Isaac’s victory (26:26-31). The Philistines, seeing 
Isaac’s continued prosperity, decided, it seems, that it 
was now time to make peace with this man of God. 
Isaac, naturally irritated at this further intrusion into 
his own affairs, asked why they — his enemies — furth- 
er pursued him. It is significant that these pagan 
Philistines recognize, in their reply, that Isaac is in 
a covenant relationship with Jehovah, for they actual- 
ly used this Hebrew name rather than the general 
Name “God.” They desired to make a covenant or 
treaty with Isaac; and Isaac, willing to accommodate 
himself to them and desiring to insure peace and tran- 
quillity, signed a treaty of peace (or “armistice”) with 
them. 


7. Isaac’s reward (26:32f). It was not a mere 
accident or coincidence that Isaac’s servants found 
water the very day that Isaac made a covenant with 
the Philistines. Isaac called this new well Shibah, 
which can mean “Seven” or “Oath” (depending upon 
the punctuation of the Hebrew). The point to re- 
member, however, is that this new well was given to 
Isaac as a divine attestation of God’s blessings upon 
him in his dealing with the contentious Philistines. 
God will always reward the man who controls his tem- 
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per when he is irritated by maliciously obstreperous 
people. 


II. SELF CONTROL TAUGHT. 


A number of proverbs dealing with self-control are 
now to be considered — each adding its own contri- 
bution. 


1. “My son, if thou wilt receive’ (Prov. 2). The 
contents of this chapter may be summed up thus: 


a. The research (2:1-5). All the elements of true re- 
search are found here: willingness, obedience, appli- 
cation, industry, diligence and unabated enthusiasm. 
But the search is not after dubious and erroneous 
human knowledge (see II] Tim. 3:7); this search is 
to understand “the fear of the Lord” (Jehovah) — 
that is, to truly put one’s trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ (cf. John 17:3). 


b. The reasons (2:6-8). How true these words are 
of Jesus Christ: (1) He gives wisdom (Luke 21:15; 
I Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:8); (2) He lays up sound wis- 
dom for the righteous (Col. 2:3; 3:16); (3) He 
keeps the way of His saints (Matt. 28:20; Acts 18: 


Of) . 


c. The response (2:9-19). The response to true wis- 
dom is seen in three ways: (1) the response stated as 
a philosophy of life (2:9); (2) the response as the 
inner motivation of life (2:10f); (3) the response 
as the outward manifestation of life (2:12-19) in 
dealing with wicked men (2:12-15) and with wicked 
women (2:16-19). In all these relationships of life 
true wisdom is needed. 


d. The result (2:20). The ultimate result of wis- 
dom’s way is fellowship with the righteous. Paul 
encouraged the saints to follow his example (II 
Thess. 3:7,9). 


e. The reward (2:21). The righteous are promised an 
everlasting inheritance (Ps. 37:18,27,29), which will 
be fulfilled in the “new earth” (IT Pet. 3:11-13). 


f. The retribution (2:22). But the wicked will be 
“cut off” and “rooted out” — that is, destroyed (Ps. 
1:4-6; 37:20,35f; John 3:36) . 


2. “My son, keep My words” (Prov. 7:1-5). These 
verses are a prelude to the tragic experience related in 
the following verses. The words of this chapter should 
be required reading for every young man. Many a 
young person has encountered shame and disgrace be- 
cause the admonitions of this chapter were neglected. 
Note how carefully the exhortations to self-control are 
put: 


a. “Keep My words.” The word “keep” means to 
“watch, preserve”; and also to “observe” (as in 
Prov. 4:4; 5:2). 


b. “Lay up My commandments.” The Hebrew word 
back of “lay up” means to “hide, treasure up” (as 
i Ps. 2:7; 819-21; Prov. 2:7) . 


c. “Keep My commandments and live.” With this 
command, compare Ps. 119:144; also Prov. 4:4; 9:6. 


d. “Bind them upon thy fingers.” For good illustra- 
tions of “bind,” compare the same Hebrew word in 
Gen. 44:30 (“bound up”) and I Sam. 18:1 (“was 
knit”). 


e. “Write them upon the tablet of thy heart.” Here 
the inner nature of the soul is involved (see Prov. 
3:3; Jer. 31:33). , 


f. “Say unto wisdom.” Wisdom and Understanding 
are here personified as near relatives. 


g. “That they may keep thee.” The danger is real 
and destructive — and the remaining verses of this 
chapter describe vividly what the danger is. No 
young person can stand alone when facing this 
danger; we must call upon Jesus and rely upon 
God’s indwelling Spirit for grace to resist the allure- 
ments of the flesh. The temptation is just as real 
today as in the time of Solomon; therefore, Sol- 
omon’s wise counsel still applies. 


3. “He that is slow to anger” (Prov. 14:29-30). God 
is “slow of anger” (Ps. 145:8). “Of great understand- 
ing” is more literally “abounding in understanding.” 
The word back of “hasty” is translated “soon” in 
Prov. 14:17; it really means “short” (cf. Job 14:1 — 
“Man is of few days” that is, “short days”). The word 
translated “folly” is found 23 times in Proverbs but on- 
ly twice elsewhere. It occurs seven times in this very 
chapter. The word translated “sound” is rendered 
“wholesome” in Prov. 15:4 and “yielding” in Eccl. 10: 
4 (both passages illustrating our present verse). Right- 
eous anger may sometimes occur (Eph. 4:26). 


4. “He that ruleth his spirit” (Prov. 16:32). The 
truths here are such as these: (1) it takes more 
strength of character to rule one’s spirit than to issue 
commands for others to obey; (2) it is possible to be 
victorious in battle and yet be defeated in one’s spirit- 
ual life (cf. Alexander the Great and Lord Byron) ; 
(3) it is newsworthy to take a city but rarely news- 
worthy (at least in the eyes of the world) to control 
one’s spirit. Compare Gal. 5:22-23 (memory selection) . 


5. “He that hath knowledge” (Prov. 17:27). Com- 
pare Prov. 10:19; James 1:19; 3:2. The American 
Version and the RSV change “excellent spirit” to 
“cool spirit” (which is nearer the original). 


6. “Wine is a mocker’ (Prov. 20:1). The word 
back of “raging” is translated “loud” in Prov. 7:11 
and “clamorous” in Prov. 9:13 — both passages deal- 
ing with a prostitute. The word translated “de- 
ceived” means to “swerve, meander, reel or roll” (it 
is translated “ravished” in Prov. 5:19f). 


7. “Hear thou, My son” (Prov. 23:19-21). The 
rule here given is that one should separate himself 
from drunkards and gluttons, for such people will in- 
evitably come to poverty. Wine and riches have sel- 
dom stayed together very long; they are too incom- 
patible. 


8. “Who hath woe” (Prov. 23:29-35). The words 
in these verses can become more realistic if they are 
considered to be the words of six friends (verses 29 - 
34; each verse representing a friend) gathered around 
a drunken man lying in the gutter (verse 35; omit the 
words in italics, since they are not in the original). 
Perhaps, if done in the right spirit, seven persons 
could memorize these verses (each person being as- 
signed a separate verse and reciting it with proper 
gestures) and give them as an illustration of what 
drunkenness brings a man to. 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR MAY 28, 1961 





Box 


It's My Soap 


Scripture—Acts 5:21-29 
Suggested Hymns— 


“Soldiers of Christ, Arise” 
“The Light of God Is Falling” 
“Rise up, O Men of God” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
voices of the “loyal opposition” keeps our nation from 
becoming a totalitarian state. The citizens of our coun- 
try have a right and an obligation to express their dis- 
satisfaction when they disapprove of what the govern- 
ment does. They may not only speak out, but they 
may take lawful action in the interest of what they 
believe to be right. Christians, being interested in 
what is right in God’s sight, have a special obligation. 
They are responsible for judging things according to 
Christian standards, they are responsible for speaking 
out when right demands it, and they are also respon- 
sible for taking lawful action such as voting, etc. 


We need to make one thing clear: the Church is 
the “body of Christ” and not a political pressure group. 
A French economist has said: “It is not the function 
of the Christian Church to create a new civilization; it 
is the Church’s function to create the creators of a 
new civilization.” The aim of the Church should be 
that its people will develop the qualities of Christian 
character that will make them good citizens. 


Sometimes people object to the established order 
of things out of prejudice and sometimes out of stub- 
borness. At other times they may object for the sake 
of appearance . . . because they think they will appear 
to be strong or intelligent. When Christians object, 
it ought to be only on the basis of genuine conviction. 
The right to disagree carries with it some important 
responsibilities. As Christians, we will need to think 
about these responsibilities. 


FIRST SPEAKER: A Christian who raises objec- 
tion to the way things are being done must first of 
all know “what the score is.” He must be very careful 
to know all the available facts about the matter in 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 


Maxton North Carolina 











By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





question. The reason why some “objectors” receive 
so little respect from others is that such a large propor- 
tion of their objection is based on ignorance and such 
a small proportion is based on sound knowledge. We 
are obligated to know what we are talking about before 
we start raising objections. 


Even more important than knowing the facts about 
the particular situation is having a clear understanding 
of the basic principles of right and wrong. A person 
can be wonderfully well informed about affairs of gov- 
ernment and still have some very dangerous ideas if 
his thinking is not based on Christian truth and moral- 
ity. We always have an obligation to disagree with 
men when men disagree with God, but we must be 
sure we know what God says. This calls for knowing 
our Bibles. A Christian citizen, then, is not only re- 
sponsible for knowing what men say and do, he is re- 
sponsible for knowing and believing what God says in 
the Bible. 


SECOND SPEAKER: A Christian is responsible for 
using lawful means to right the wrongs he is concerned 
about. We can be thankful that in our country and 
under our form of government many lawful means of 
dissent are provided. We are free to speak out for 
right against wrong. We are free to write our convic- 
tions. We are free to try to persuade our lawmakers 
to do what is right. We are free to vote on certain 
issues, and we have the privilege of choosing our law- 
makers in free elections. 


Sometimes it seems that these legal means of ex- 
pressing ourselves are very slow in effect, but it is 
good and wise to use them. We have an obligation 
to live according to the laws of the land unless Chris- 
tian conscience absolutely forbids it. In voicing our 
Opposition to various matters, we are obligated to ex- 
ercise all Christian charity. Our zeal for what we 
believe to be a righteous cause never justifies speech 
or conduct that is out of keeping with Christian love. 
There have been far too many times when Christians 
have acted and spoken in a very unholy way while 
conducting what they believed to be a holy crusade. 
Christianity ought always to appear as the highest type 
of civilization, but overzealous Christian individuals 
have been known to act in an uncivilized manner. 
Whenever we disagree, we, as Christians, are respon- 
sible for being lawful and loving. 


THIRD SPEAKER: We need to remind ourselves 
that the ideal way to change society is not through 
making protests or taking social action. The ideal 
way to transform society is to change the people them- 
selves. We must have laws forbidding murder and 
theft, for instance, but the ideal is for people to be 
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so filled with the love of God that they will not want 


to kill or steal. Christians must always give thei 
support to moral issues, but the best thing we can 
do for society is to work for the Christian conversion 
and Christian growth of the citizens. The only way 
to bring about a lasting change in the social order is 
to change the hearts and attiudes of the people, and 
this can be accomplished only by the power of the 
Christian Gospel. 


Not only must people be converted, their Christian 
growth must continue. As (the last speaker) said, 
there are many times when Christians themselves act 
and speak in an unworthy way. If we are Christians, 
the great change has already taken place in our hearts. 
We have passed from death to life . . . from darkness 
to light . . . from children of Satan to children of God. 
We have been born again, but we must continue to 


edge of God’s will in our desire to do His will. We 
grow in holiness and in our likeness to Him. This 
way of conversion and Christian growth is the real 
and permanent way to right the wrongs in society. 
As we stand on our “soap box,” so to speak, to bear 
witness against the wrongs in society as we see them, 
let us not forget that the best way to right those wrongs 
is through redeemed lives. 


(For your discussion period, list some issues on 
which, because of their moral nature, you think Chris- 
tians are bound to take a stand. Here are some sug- 
gestions: the sale of obscene literature, sale and use of 
liquor and drugs, legalized gambling, and the use of 
public money to support some specific Church. Ask 
the young people for other suggestions.) 


Programs to come: June 11 — “Students at the Cross- 
roads”; June 18 — “What’s on the Other Side of the 


grow as Christians. 


We should grow in our knowl- 


Recruiting Poster?”; June 25 — “This Is for Real.” 








ISABEL ROGERS ADDED 
TO FACULTY OF P. S. C. E. 


RICHMOND, Va. — Appointment 
of Miss Isabel W. Rogers as professor 
of applied Christianity at the Presby- 
terian School of Christian Education 
has been announced. She will join 
the faculty in September after receiv- 
ing her Ph.D. degree from Duke Uni- 
versity. 


Miss Rogers is a native of Talla- 
hassee, Fla., and a graduate of Flor- 
ida State University. She also holds 
master’s degrees from the Univeristy 
of Virginia and PSCE. She has been 
director of student work at the Mil- 
ledgeville, Ga., church and chaplain 
and instructor in religion at Georgia 
State College for Women. 





DEAN RUSK TO SPEAK 


FULTON, Mo. — Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk will be the com- 
mencement speaker at Westminster 
College here June 5. The _ bacca- 
laureate sermon will be preached the 
previous day by the Rev. Walter D. 
Langtry, pastor of the Church of the 
Covenant, New Orleans. Honorary 
doctorates will be conferred on the 
speakers and on Missouri Supreme 
Court Justice Sidna P. Dalton. 





CLINTON, S. C. — John Temple 
Graves will make his third appearance 
as commencement speaker at Presby- 





JHE CHURCH AI HOME 


terian College June 4. The prominent 
author, newspaper columnist and lec- 
turer last appeared at the college in 
1955. 





GUTZKE ADDRESSES MEN 


GREER, S. C. — More reading of 
the Bible itself and less reliance on 
books about the Bible was recommend- 
ed to men of Enoree Presbytery at 
their rally here. The principal speak- 
er, Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke of Co- 
lumbia Seminary, emphasized the need 
for “the old-fashioned Gospel.” 





WILLIAM LAMKIN NAMED 
SECRETARY OF PUBLICITY 


ATLANTA, Ga. — William P. Lam- 
kin, religion editor of the Charlotte, 
N. C., Observer, has been named to 
head the publicity and public relations 
work for the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. 


Dr. James G. Pat- 
ton, executive sec- 
retary of the Gen- 
eral Council of the 
Church, announced 
that Mr. Lamkin 
will become _ sec- 
retary of pub- 

/ licity for the Coun- 
LAMKIN cil on June 1. He 
will succeed Bluford B. Hestir, Jr., 
who is leaving the Publicity Depart- 


ment to become executive secretary 
of the Church’s radio, television, and 
audio -visuals work. The General 
Council’s publicity office is respon- 
sible for coordinating the publicity for 
the denomination’s agencies, and for 
guiding the Church’s training efforts 
in the relations field. Mr. Lamkin 
has been with the Observer since 1948, 
serving as desk man for four years, 
assistant city editor for four years, 
and night editor for two, before be- 
coming religion editor. As columnist 
on religious matters, and author of a 
continuing weekly feature, “From the 
Front Pew,’ Mr. Lamkin has won 
wide recognition, including the 1961 
gold trophy for outstanding service to 
the cause of religion, presented by the 
Charlotte Junior Woman’s Club. 


Mr. Lamkin is a World War II vet- 
eran. He is a native of Ansley, La., 
and grew up in Arcadia, La. Prior 
te World War II he attended Louisi- 
ana College and worked as reporter 
for the Alexandria, La., Daily Town 
Talk. He is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina in journalism, 
and has taken special journalistic work 
at Columbia University. 


Mr. Lamkin is a member of Hunters- 
ville Presbyterian church, and has 
served as president of the Men’s Class, 
Sunday School teacher, and assistant 
Sunday School superintendent. Mrs. 
Lamkin is the former Irma Hazel 
Page, and the couple has three chil- 
dren. 
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Spring Meetings of Presbyteries Reported 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. -—— Mecklen- 
purg Presbytery approved a resolu- 
tion calling on its council and the 
Synod of North Carolina and the Gen- 
eral Assembly to consider adding cap- 
ital funds items to their respective 
budgets in the future. The resolution, 
adopted at the April meeting of the 
presbytery at Camp Walton Stewart, 
said the presbytery is “deeply con- 
cerned” over the “increasing number 
of capital funds campaigns” at all 
levels. 


Ruling Elder Thomas C. Ruff was 
elected moderator. The next meeting 
is scheduled at Trinity church on July 
18. The Rev. Stuart Ritchie of the 
Amity church is moderator-nominee. 


Received as candidates for the min- 
istry were Dwight Christenbury of the 
Camp Greene church and Kenneth Da- 
vis of the First Church, Hamlet. 





ROANOKE, Va. — Montgomery 
Presbytery held its April meeting at 
Northminster church here with the 
Rev. Wentz J. Miller elected to serve 
as moderator. Frank G. Gibson, Jr., 
was received as a candidate for the 
ministry. An adjourned meeting is 
scheduled June 6 at Second Church 
here, and the summer stated meeting 
will be held at the Old Brick church 
July 25. 





DOUGLAS, Ga. — Organization of 
a new congregation in Savannah, to 
be known as the John Knox Presby- 
terian church, was approved at the 
April meeting of Savannah Presby- 
tery at Bushnell Chapel here. Or- 
ganization of a new congregation on 
Jekyll Island was reported by the 
commission appointed earlier. 


The Rev. Robert M. Cochran of the 
Metter church is moderator-nominee 
for the July meeting, scheduled for 
the presbytery camp at Hilton Head 
Island, S. C., July 10 and 11. 





LEWISBURG, W. Va. — Dr. C. 
Morton Hanna of Louisville Seminary 
addressed Greenbrier Presbytery at its 
spring meeting at Old Stone church 
here. The Rev. Denver Lively of 
Sinks Grove was elected moderator, 
and the Rev. G. William Ingram of 
Richwood is moderator-nominee for 
the July 18 meeting at Centerville 
church. Calvin L. Morgan of the Mar- 


linton church was received as a can- 
didate for the ministry. 


WILSON, N. C. — Federal aid to 
secondary and elementary private 
schools is cited as a violation of the 
principles of church-state separation 
in a resolution passed by Albemarle 
Presbytery at its spring meeting at 
Faith and First churches here. Jo- 


seph W. Amory was elected moderator, 
succeeding C. Irving Lewis. The next 
meeting is scheduled at Goldsboro 
First Church July 18. 





GASTONIA, N. C. — Guest speak- 
er at the April meeting of Kings 
Mountain Presbytery at Linwood 
church here was the Rev. Lawrence 
Bottoms, secretary of Negro work for 
the Board of Church Extension. The 
Rev. George Riddle was elected mod- 
erator-nominee for the July 18 meet- 








CHARLOTTE, N. C. 





Sach check tells a story 


Checks for thousands and thousands 
of dollars go out each year from the 
Foundation. They were made possible 
by the gifts and legacies coming fo us. 
Cash, Bonds, Stock and Real Estate 
can be used to set up a fund for the 
church agency of your choice. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION, INC. (U.S.) 
1004 WACHOVIA BANK BUILDING 

















» is the period 


of building up 
in habits and hopes 
and faiths. 


John Ruskin 


Our Presbyterian literature pro- 
vides two magazines for young 
people’s groups, Pioneer Trails 
and Presbyterian Youth. Both of 
them offer excellent program ma- 
terials for “building up” youth 
in the habits, hopes and faith of 
the church. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
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ing at Bessemer City and the Oct. 10 
meeting at West Avenue and Olney 
churches is the Rev. James N. Brown. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. — Trustees 
of Orange Presbytery have been au- 
thorized to borrow $30,000 for use 
in obtaining an office here. Also 
at its spring meeting at Glenwood 
church here the presbytery appointed 
a commission to organize a new church 
in the northwest section of High Point. 
Charles W. Perry was moderator, and 
the Rev. R. H. Stone is moderator-nom- 
inee for the July 20 meeting at Milton 
and Red House churches. 


SMYRNA, Ga. — Two staff mem- 
bers of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion, the Rev. James Alexander and 
the Rev. James Carr, were featured 
on a panel discussion of Church Ex- 
tension at Cherokee Presbytery’s 
spring meeting here. The Presbytery 
adopted a Christian Action report re- 
minding sessions of their ‘“responsibil- 
ities” in racial matters. The Rev. J. 
William Stonebraker of Cartersville is 
moderator in nomination for the July 
18 meeting at the Silver Creek church. 





TENNESSEE TO MEET 


PLEASANTVILLE, Tenn. — The 
Synod of Tennessee was scheduled to 
meet at NaCoMe Conference Center 
here May 16 and 17, with a pre-synod 
conference on evangelism beginning 
May 15. 





COLLEGE PARENTS ELECT 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, Va. — New 
officers of the Parents and Friends 
Association of Hampden-Sydney Col- 
lege are: Dr. James Asa Shield of 
Richmond, president; R. Garnett Hall, 
Richmond, vice-president; and Mrs. 
C. M. Treadway, Richmond, secretary. 





SPEAK AT COLLEGES 


DANVILLE, Ky. — Robert Burns 
lecturer at Centre College was Dr. 
Frederick Lee Beaty, assistant pro- 
fessor of English at Indiana Univer- 
sity. 





DAVIDSON, N. C. — The Otts Lec- 
ture at Davidson College was delivered 
by Dr. Joseph Sittler, professor of 


theology at the University of Chicago 
and formerly a faculty member at 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary. Phi 
Beta Kappa lecturer at Davidson was 
Dr. Liston Pope, dean of the Yale 
Divinity School. 





MAXTON, N. C. — Dean B. R. 
Teare, Jr., of Carnegie Tech, retiring 
president of the American Society for 
Engineering Education spoke at Pres- 
byterian Junior College on the Distin- 
guished Visitor Program. Appearing 
on the same program later was Dr. 
David Cairns of Aberdeen University, 
Scotland. 





ASSEMBLY—from p. 4 


doctrine is not “an adequate state- 
ment of the Christian faith”; wide and 
intensive study within the Church of 
the doctrine of God’s sovereignty as 
it is taught in the Bible; consideration 
of a possible “contemporary formula- 
tion of the Reformed Faith . .. by 
the world-wide Reformed community.” 


A substitute motion by G. A. Taylor 
asked for the adoption of all recom- 
mendations except the one criticizing 
the present doctrine on the grounds 
that the Assembly should not go on 
record declaring its creed unChristian. 
The substitute was supported by W. 
Earle Stevens and E. Crowell Cooley. 


PROTEST SIGNED 


Carl MeMurray pointed out that the 
Assembly does not have the right to 
speak against its own confession. His 
formal protest following the vote (309- 
120) was joined by a number of com- 
missioners. 


Two separate dissents signed by 
various commissioners having to do 
with the same matter but for other 
reasons were also admitted to record 
by the Assembly. 


Before the Assembly recessed (Sat- 
urday afternoon) it referred to com- 
mittee a resolution by retiring mod- 
erator Marion A. Boggs challenging 
the “wholesale and _ irresponsible 
charges” being made of communist in- 
filtration of the Protestant Churches. 


The Sunday program began with an 
elders’ fellowship breakfast. The min- 
ister commissioners preached in most 
of the Dallas area churches at the 11 
o’clock hour when J. C. McLelland of 
Toronto, Canada, preached at the host 
church. During the afternoon the As- 
sembly heard an address by Marcel 


Pradervand, general secretary of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance. At the 
Sunday evening service the speaker 
was James I. McCord, president of 
Princeton Seminary. 





SHEPHERD-——from p. 9 


when everybody is educated, all of 
our fears and prejudices and bad 
habits will vanish. You may try to 
insist that we are not like sheep at 
all, but intelligent human beings, well 
able to work out our own salvation 
and decide our own destiny. But I, 
for one, cannot look at my world and 
I cannot look at my own life with 
any such assurance. Soon or late, 
even though I rebel against the admis- 
sion, I am brought back to see the 
truth of Jesus’ estimate of man: we 
are harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 


Now only when you see this pic- 
ture — only when we realize how 
much like sheep we really are — only 
then do you really appreciate the fact 
that Jesus is the Shepherd. Only 
when you get to the place where you 
admit that you are troubled and per- 
plexed, worn out and worried; con- 
fused and helpless, only then will you 
have any great interest in finding the 
Shepherd. When we come to that 
point where we know we are harassed 
and that we are helpless to lift our- 
selves up, to straighten ourselves up, 
then read the Gospel and you will 
find that it isn’t the story of a pretty 
Christ taking care of nice sheep at 
all. It is the story of a compassionate 
Christ who gives His life for the stub- 
born, sinful, disobedient, hard-hearted 
sheep that wander and worry. 


This word compassion is the key. 
It does not mean just pity. We can 
feel sorry for ourselves — we don’t 
need any more of that. But to have 
compassion is to care and to do some- 
thing about it. When Jesus saw the 
crowds, harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd, He had com- 
passion for them. He became a Shep- 
herd. He did not despise the dirty 
and dreary and dangerous work. 


We are like sheep; Jesus is like a 
shepherd. Galilean hills were green 
only a few weeks of the year. Most 
of the time there was very little grass 
and very little water. So the Shepherd 
called His sheep and led them out to 
pasture. “I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly.” We 
have so much, but so little that we 
really want. We need a shepherd 
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that can lead us past all the barren 
places to find life, and give us that 
which will satisfy the deepest hungers 
within us. 


Jesus is also the Good Shepherd be- 
cause He leads His sheep through con- 
fussion and conflicting voices. How 
desperately we need that sure direc- 
tion when everybody around us seems 
to be calling “Over here; this is the 
way to live.” They shout, “Do this 
and you will be happy.” But the 
sheep are not scattered and lost, for 
the Shepherd is out there ahead of 
them, showing them the narrow path 
that leads to life. 


And the shepherd lays down his life 
for his sheep. Often it came to that. 
The sheep would wander onto precipi- 
tous ledges where no man could fol- 
low without danger. The marauding 
animals were a constant threat. We 
need to be reminded sometimes that 
our Shepherd was stoned in Galilee, 
beaten in Herod’s house, crowned with 
thorns in Pilate’s place; crucified on 
Calvary. A good shepherd lays down 
his life for his sheep. 


But there is one thing more about 
this Shepherd that it is important to 
notice. He leads them. He does not 
drive them. We are never forced to 
follow Him. He is out in front, call- 
ing us by name. “Come, follow Me.” 
And we never get so far away that 
we cannot hear Him call. We never 
get so poor or dirty that He does not 
want us. He will always leave the 
ninety-nine sheep that are safe, to go 
out looking for the one that is lost. 


This is the Shepherd that I want 
you to know. We really do not un- 
derstand Him until we understand our 
lostness, till we confess our worried- 
ness and weariness, till we confess 
our helplessness. And then He is 
there to lead us through. 


The picture of a pretty Christ in 
spotless robe, leading nice sheep 
through pleasant pastures isn’t the 
story I find in the Gospel at all. The 
world is not a pleasant pasture. It is 
hard and rocky and desolate. Sheep 
are stupid and stubborn, confused and 
helpless. And the Shepherd’s life was 
filled with blood and sweat and tears, 
because He had compassion. 


I saw such a Picture of Christ once. 
It showed one sheep that had wan- 
dered off. It had decided that it 
could do as it pleased, could do what 
came naturally, that it was wiser than 
its shepherd. But it had finally wound 


(Cont. on p. 20, col. 3) 


Ohiblren’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
10. The Passover Night 
DO YOU KNOW—Why God chose blood to be the Passover 
sign? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Leviticus 17:11; I Corinthians 5:7b; 
Hebrews 9:22. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about the importance of 
blood? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Christ, the Lamb of God, shed His 


blood for our sins. | Peter 1:19. 





GOD TELLS MOSES WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
Exodus 11:1, 4-7; 12:3-5, 12:13. 
The Lord told Moses, ‘“Yet will I bring __ __ __ plague more 


stitial , and upon Egypt; afterwards he will 
let you __ _..”” This was to be the worst of the plagues. God 
said, ‘I will go into the midst of _. _. __ __ __ ; and all the 
firstborn (oldest children) in the land of Egypt shall _. __ _.” 
Only the Israelites will be safe. God told the Israelites to take 
every man a lamb. “Your __ __ __ __ shall be without blemish. 
(perfect). On the fourteenth day in the evening __ __ __ __ it. 
re on the sides and above the door of your 
house.” 

The Lord promised the people of Israel that when He saw 
SID satis ata: snaitctantn alte upon their houses, He would __ __ __ __ 
over and keep the homes of Israel safe. 


THE PLAGUE OF DEATH COMES TO EGYPT. 
Exodus 1|2:29-30. 


As God had said, He smote all of the firstborn in Egypt. 
There was not a__ __ __ __ __ where one was not __ __ __ __. 
But the firstborn of the Israelites were kept safe by the 
ee ee on the doors. Pharaoh called Moses and said, 
“Rise up, and get you forth from among __ __ people . . . and 
—_ —, serve the Lord. Also take your — _. _. __ __ __ and 
your herds and be __ __ __ __.” 

CHRIST IS THE LAMB OF GOD. 
Connect the reference to that which it says. 
John 1:29 We are not saved by gold. 
We are saved by the blood of Christ 
as of a lamb without blemish. 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God which 
takes away our sin. 
Christ is our passover. 


I Corinthians 5:7 


I Peter 1:18 
I Peter 1:19 





DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? How many plagues did God 


bring upon Egypt? Exodus, chapters 6-12. (See last week's 
study. ) 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses”, Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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MINISTERS 


Frank O. Brown, from Bossier City, 
La., to the First Church, Paducah, 
Ky. 


Robert R. Shepperson, from grad- 
uate work to the Central Church, 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Lacy R. Harwell, Gainesville, Fla., 
has taken work at the Tabernacle 
Presbyterian Church at Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


William Angus Lawrence, from 
Wagoner, Okla., to Deport, Texas. 


Ridgley L. Hall, from Oakland, Fla., 
to 1115 Linton Ave., Sky Lake, Or- 
lando, Fla. 


H. Dewey Herring, from Spring 
Lake, N. C., to Benson, N. C. 


J. Clyde Plexico, from Goodwater, 
Ala., to Rt. 3, Sylacauga, Ala. 


Robert B. Dunbar, from Sumter, S. 
C., to 510 Broad St., Newark, N. J. 


Freddie L. Powers, from San An- 
tonio, Texas, to the Wake Village, 
Texas, church. 


Charles H. Sides, Jr., Harrisburg, 
N. C., has been called to the Lime- 
stone church, Gaffney, S. C. 





LETTERS 
‘ANOTHER PROPOSAL’ 


If this proposal gains favor, it will 
be attacked by the active unionists 
because its adoption will defeat their 
years of dedication to delivering, as 
a body, the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
into oblivion as an integral part of 
the United Church. The extent and 
vehemence of their attack will be a 
good measure of the (Journal) pro- 
posal’s threat to their plan. 


—Gustavus McCaslan Devlin 
Asheville, N. C. 





NEW CURRICULUM 


Thank you for the series of articles 
on the New Curriculum. They are 


excellent — informative and provoca- 
tive. 


I would like to write down a few 





ideas that came to me as I read your 
articles. My first reaction is that we 
are going to have to present the first 
chapter of the Confession of Faith to 
our people. We are also going to 
have to stress the statements of Scrip- 
ture concerning itself . . . There are 
a number of statements in the “foun- 
dation” papers concerning the Bible 
that reveal a low view of Holy Writ. 
Some in our Church may want to take 
the Bible as the “witness” of men... 
as for me and my house, we'll take 
it to be the Witness of God. 


—(Rev.) Frederic R. Dinkins 
Belem, Brazil 


Study groups examining the New 
Curriculum may order additional sets 
of the five issues of the JOURNAL 
containing descriptive articles at 50c 
a set.—Ed. 





THANKS FROM COMMISSIONER 


I am deeply indebted to the un- 
knewn friend for giving me a six 
months subscription to the Journal. I 
could well regard him as a benefactor. 
In preparing to meet we responsibility 
of a Commissioner to the General As- 
sembly, I have found the Journal to 
be of inestimable help and value. Af- 
ter reading a current issue I find my- 
self anxiously awaiting the next issue, 
and I intend to become a regular sub- 
scriber. 


—Elmer W. Cook 
Northfork, W. Va. 


That’s the effect the JOURNAL 
seems to have on most everybody. 


—Ed. 





POTPOURRI 


I would just like to take this oppor- 
tunity to reiterate to you how very 
deeply I appreciate your continued 
efforts to keep the poor, ignorant lay- 
men, like myself, properly informed 
as to what is taking place and what 
may be expected. 


—Mahlon Weis 
Pensacola, Fla. 


Speaking as a poor, ignorant editor, 
we thank you.—Ed. 





It has recently come to my atten- 
tion that the Journal is a fundamen- 
tally true Christian publication. There- 
fore I am enclosing my check for $3.00 
which I understand is the subscrip- 
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tion rate. If I am in error on either 
count, please receive this communi- 
cation accordingly. : 


—Mrs. E. G. Edson 
Santa Ana, Calif. 


Right on both counts.—Ed. 





The Journal is a great blessing to 
me and I rejoice in its growth and 
extended influence. 


—Mrs. Joel S. Aiken 
Greenwood, S. C. 





DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 


Have been meaning to write you 
for a good while now, to offer my per- 
sonal thanks for the “Department of 
Correction” in the Journal. It is to 
me a fine example of positive conserv- 
atism within the bounds of the Re- 
formed Faith. It serves to put con- 
servatism on the offensive and the 
opposing view on the defensive. It 
is a great help in discerning a right 
approach to certain questions of the 
day. 


—Joel Easterling 
Alexandria, La. 





SHEPHERD—from p. 19 


up caught in the brambles on a dead- 
end mountain ledge. And the shep- 
herd, unwilling to ignore his lost sheep 
because he has compassion, has fol- 
lowed it through all its devious ways. 
His robe is stained by the dirty road. 
He is scratched by the briars. He has 
to risk his life to reach out over the 
face of the cliff to pull the sheep to 
safety. It is a picture of the Good 
Shepherd and the sheep. It is a pic- 
ture of Jesus Christ, and a picture of 
you and me. 


* * * * 


The Rev. Mr. Brink is pastor of the 
First Christian Church, Carrollton, 
Texas. 





WANTED — Copy of “PRESBYTER- 
IAN POLITY AND PROCEDURES” 
(out of print). Write W. R. Willaeur, 
Box 622, Sulivan’s Island, S. C. 





FOR SALE — 30 handsome birch- 
wood, dark mahogany stained, curved 
church pews, approximately 22 feet 
in length. Price, $1,000, f.o.b. in a 
Virginia city. Write “Pews,” c/o the 


JOURNAL. 


